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  Women’s rights and resilience in the face of multiple crises are 
severely undermined by poor access to food, water, health, education 
and other public services that have been grossly underfunded for many 
years.  The near-collapse of public health services under the pandemic is 
the result of decades of prioritization of payments of unsustainable and 
illegitimate debt, austerity measures, mismanagement and corruption, 
government indifference and  fundamentally flawed fiscal and tax 
systems.  systems.  

Tax abuses by corporations and the elite and other types of illicit 
financial flows (IFFs) have remained unchecked, robbing public coffers of 
potential revenues needed to finance and upgrade the quality of public 
services and make them available especially to women and marginalized 
communities. Instead of increasing domestic revenues by fairly taxing 
the income and wealth of corporations and billionaires, many 
governments in Asia, as in other countries in the South, have increasingly 
relied on indirect taxes like VAT and GST, imposing unjust tax burdens on relied on indirect taxes like VAT and GST, imposing unjust tax burdens on 
ordinary people. 

Using the pandemic as an excuse, many governments are fast tracking 
tax reforms to protect the profit driven  interests of corporations on the 
one hand, and expanding indirect taxes on the other, squeezing out more 
taxes from ordinary people.  

These have devastating consequences for women, especially those living 
in impoverished and marginalized communities, who shell out a 
disproportionate share of their meager incomes to pay for essential 
commodities. Moreover, many tax systems in Asia bear the marks of 
collective histories of colonization and deeply embedded patriarchal 
norms and structures, reflecting elite and gender biases that reinforce 
inequalities and exacerbate the multiple and intersecting forms of 
discrimination women face everyday.discrimination women face everyday.
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  Women are the most impacted by climate change being the majority of 
the world’s poor and marginalized. Seventy percent of the 1.3 billion 
people living in poverty are women. With their lower incomes and less 
access to education and information, women are least able to adapt to, 
or manage, climate-related risks to their crops and livestocks and to 
recover from climate-related disasters. In many poor communities that 
are dependent on natural resources, women – being the primary 
providers of food, water and fuel – must work harder to provide food and providers of food, water and fuel – must work harder to provide food and 
collect water and fuel in times of drought and climate-induced disasters. 

Furthermore, women’s domestic and care work, as well as cultural 
restrictions on mobility, make women more vulnerable during natural 
disasters. Figures indicate that 80 percent of people displaced by climate 
change are women. Poor women are also 14 times as likely to die from a 
climate disaster compared to men.

And yet, six years after governments worldwide adopted the Paris goal of 
stabilizing global temperature rise to below 1.5 degrees Celsius,  they are 
failing to translate this commitment to targets and actions consistent 
with their fairshares and full obligations in towards phasing out of fossil 
fuel energy,  transforming industries and agriculture away from highly 
polluting,  GHG emitting and destructive systems, and pursuing ecological 
restoration. 

We are running out of time to stop climate catastrophe. Scientists have We are running out of time to stop climate catastrophe. Scientists have 
already warned that actions within this decade will determine if this goal 
will remain within reach. 
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